over the town, saying, “Zen Center” with
the address and telephone number.
Soon, curious students from the nearby
Brown University started to visit and
study Zen with him. From this small
nucleus of students, the Providence Zen
Center was formed. Later, he founded the
Kwan Um School of Zen, an umbrella
organization for the international Zen
centers.

Over the years, Dae Soen Sa Nim
would devote his time and energy
completely to teaching. As a result of
his efforts, he inspired more than a
thousand disciples to practice Zen and
of these, a number ordained as Zen
monks and nuns. In a book entitled
‘Buddha and Vision’, published by
Cambridge University’s Religious
Department professors, he was selected
along with the Tibetan Buddhist leader
Dalai Lama, the Vietnamese monk Ven.
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Thich Nhat Hanh, and the Cambodian
Ven. Maha Ghosananda as one of the
‘Four Living Buddhas of the World'.

In May 2004, the Main Buddha Hall
of Mu Sang Sa temple was opened. Dae
Soen Sa Nim began constructing this
International Zen Temple in the Kye
Ryong mountains near Daejeon in 1999.
The completion of this third building
fulfilled his wish to provide a home and a
place to practice Zen in Korea for his
many foreign disciples.

In June 2004, he received the title
“Great Religious Master” from the Jogye
Order of Korean Buddhism, in
appreciation for his lifetime of teaching.
This is the highest honour that the order
confers.

Great Zen Master Seung Sahn was
a great inspiration and teacher to all of
those who knew him. He will be
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remembered not only for his great
humility, wisdom and compassion, but
also for his warmth, energy, humor, and
his remarkable ability to turn the most
usual of everyday life situations into great
teaching for his students.

Dae Soen Sa Nim always ended
his well-known replies to thousands of
letters from his students seeking advice
or help with the following words of
encouragement:

“I hope you only go straight — don’t
know....... Try, try, try, for ten thousand
years non-stop, get Enlightenment and
save all beings from suffering.”

Zen Master Seung Sahn’s funeral
was held at Sudoksa on 4" December
2004. His 49" day memorial ceremony
will be held on 16™ January 2005 at Hwa
Gye Sain Seoul.
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Zen Master Seung Sahn:

Where are you going?

Only don’t know.

Tree is green, sky is blue.

Choen Kwang




